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THE PROBLEM PRELIMINARY CONCLUSIONS
In New Zealand, native birds are easy prey for introduced ferrets, weasels, rats and In atrial in southern New Zealand, Scentinels delivered on average 1.1 doses of non-
particularly stoats. toxic bait per trap night (total 261 per 240 trap-nights). Fenn tunnels, re-baited with

eggs every 6 days, delivered only 0.08 baits (non-toxic eggs) per trap-night (Fig.1).
Present methods of reducing numbers of stoats require frequent (weekly to monthly) "
and labour-intensive checking and resetting of traps or restocking of bait stations. The experiment involved 20 Scentinels and 20 Philproof® Fenn tunnels of the same
e, placed in pairs at 1 km intervals (Fig. 2). Dispensing events recorded on the
tinel loggers were accepted as valid only if daily inspection of footprint tracking
howed a stoat had visited the device. Infrared video observations and radio-

ns were also used to confirm the use of the Scentinels by stoats.

Conservation management would benefit greatly from a device that could deliver
poisons or other bio-control agents for years at a time without requi@g replenishment
or maintenance, especially in remote areas. -~

THE SCENTINEL ®

The ScentineP is an automated bait delivery system for mammalian pests. Tt’o

tested in this trial was designed for stoats and ferrets. b
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