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Waikato Botanical Society Inc.

Some example 2004 fieldtrip reports from newsletters. Non-members are always welcome to join in events.


On the first day of this field trip, led by Merilyn Merrett and David Burnett, the dune system at Otama Beach RR and the Matarangi Beach dunes were visited.

There is a good sized population of golden sand tussock, Austrofestuca littoralis (Gradual Decline), scattered along the foredunes at Otama.  It was interesting to note that, despite a recent storm, only one plant had been destroyed.  All remaining plants looked in good health and the population appears to be fairly stable (>100 individuals, actual census not carried out).  The presence of pingao and the lack of marram grass along the foredune has a major stabilising effect on the dunes and has protected the golden sand tussock and it’s habitat from the prevailing easterly winds and periodic storm events. 

While weeds are present, such as the ubiquitous hares tail (Lagarus ovatus), and the more concerning salt-water paspalum (Paspalum vaginatum) on the edge of the estuary, the dunes are in relatively good condition, and with ongoing weed control, their condition will be improved.  

On the roadside (heading back towards the main highway), with the beach still in sight, we were taken to a good sized patch of Korthalsela salicornioides growing on coprosma and manuka on both sides of the road.  Monkey apple is growing in a hedge on the right-hand side of the road (heading away from the beach).

At the golf course end of Matarangi Beach, a population of sand daphne, Pimelea arenaria, occurs at the back of the dunes.  Unfortunately, large numbers of wilding maritime pine, Pinus pinaster, are invading the sand daphne’s habitat.  The parent pines have been planted along the edge of the golf course as a shelter belt.  Extremely young looking plants (<1m tall) were found with cones.  Merilyn considers this population of sand daphne to be the largest one in the Waikato Conservancy.  The maritime pines are directly colonising into the sand daphne’s habitat.  Without pine control, the sand daphne is unlikely to survive at this site in the long term.

While marram grass is present at Matarangi, it is in small enough numbers that control could be possible at this stage.

Species lists  

Otama





Matarangi

Apodasmia similes



Desmoschoenus spiralis pingao

Austrofestuca littoralis



Griselinia lucida

Carex pumila




Isolepis nodosa

Carex testaceae



Lachnagrostis billardierei

Coprosma acerosa



Ozothmnus leptophyllus

Desmoschoenus spiralis pingao


Pimelea arenaria

Isolepis nodosa




Spinifex sericeus

Lachnagrostis billardierei


* Ammophila arenaria marram grass

Meuhlenbeckia axillaries


*Banksia integrifolia

Myoporum laetum



*Carpobrotus edulis

Oxalis rubens




*Conyza

Ozothamnus leptophyllus


*Leontodon sp

Phormium tenax



*Paspalum vaginatum

Pteridium esculentum



*Pinus pinaster

Spinifex sericeus





* Ammophila arenaria marram grass



* Briza maxima large quaking grass



*Cakile edentula 





*Carpobrotus edulis 





*Conyza






*Lagarus ovatus 





*Leontodon sp 






*Lupinus sp 






*Paspalum vaginatum 





*Sporobolus africanus  – rats tail




Korthalsela salicornioides

* Acmena smithii monkey apple

*introduced species

Andrea Brandon.


With the threat of rain for the afternoon and a misty wet morning, it all suggested a day of discomfort lay ahead. However after meeting south of the Putaruru Timber Museum, the weather started to improve soon after we moved into the pine forest.

Cars with permits were driven into the Carter Holt Harvey forest to see what work was being done on preserving wetlands within the forest boundaries.  Paul Cashmere of the Rotorua Botanical Society was the principle organiser but the leader for the day was Carter Holt Harvey's environmental planner, Robin Black.  Robin's role is to oversee the management of significant natural areas within the forest, where the economics of utilizing the pine forest was balanced against the protection of these remnants. This involved educating gangs of forestry workers on what was there and why careful extraction techniques were important. He also has to convince the Board (and shareholders) the value of keeping these remnants in tact.

The Forest Accord does not protect areas less than 5 ha.  However Robin has been working on promoting all areas of native flora, as most of the areas he sees are smaller than this.  He also wanted the public to be more aware of what was happening, in regard to protecting these areas, and how better use could be made of them by different interest groups.

       

Our first stop was at one of the few remaining manuka wetlands in the area, this was also part of the upper Waihou River.  Even though we were looking at a narrow strip of wetland, there was a remarkable variety of plants, and a healthy grove of mature cabbage trees (Cordyline australis) was a major feature. On the northern edge, were some good stands of regenerating tanekaha (Phyllocladus trichomanoides) and kahikatea (Dacrycarpus dacrydioides).  Some of the more unexpected finds for the day were the Dracophyllum strictum clinging to the cut over banks above the wetland but in the last area we visited, the Butler Road Lake, the rare Ranunculus macropus was found.

The day not only allowed us to botanise but we were also able to see how native birds used these areas.  Bush robins, fern birds, and dabchicks were some of the more interesting sightings.  This made the day all the more worthwhile, plus the weather held to about 4pm when we said our thankyous and left for home.

A good day was had by all however it was marred for some unfortunate enough to be stung by wasps, after we disturbed a nest while rummaging through the manuka wetland.

Doug & Jane Ashby and Jane Hart.


On a very pleasant sunny Sunday, a group of eight arrived at the TeToto car park at about 9.45am.


The first past of the trip was a steep descend from the road, down into the TeToto gorge and into the TeToto natural amphitheatre.


This recently aquired reserve (DOC 1999) has started to show considerable understory recovery, principally with Kawakawa (Macropiper excelsus), and Karaka (Corynocarpus laevigatus, since the last of the cattle were removed a matter of a few years ago.

As we worked our way down into the valley the Korokio (Corokia contoneaster) was in flower, as were the large specimens of Whau (Entelea arborescens) but the numerous Kowhai (Sophora microphylla) shrubs were, unfortunately over. New spring growth gave an enhanced range of greens, with the bright green of Wharangi (Melicope ternata) contrasting with the deep greens of the Puriri (Vitex lucens).

On the valley floor we deviated up the river a short way to see some spectacular King Ferns (Marattia salicina) with fronds over two metres tall. While in the gorge we also saw abundant Athropteris tenella, Rhabdothamnus solandri and seedling Mangeao (Litsea calicaris). We then turned and headed down the valley towards the sea.

Once through the tall tree cover and out in the open, we came across a good display of Powhiwhi (Calystegia tuguriorum) white flowers and clumps of Ozothamnus leptophyllus near to bud burst.

Lunch saw us on the prominant pinnacle with it's renga renga lilies (Arthropodium cirrhatum) and patches of native spinach (Tetragonia trigyna). We all had a good climb around and found Dichondra repens in flower, plenty of Thelymitra orchids in bud and the tiny succulent Crassula sieberiana growing on rocks.

After lunch we moved around the coastal bluff track, into the middle amphitheatre and through a Karaka grove in search of the rare Myosotis spathulata. After some impromptu weeding, the Myosotis was found and the site was cleared of encroaching grasses.

After leaving the grove we crossed what were possible early Moari garden sites, with stone lines and drains.  We then headed up through chest high Manuka (Leptospermum scoparium) to get back onto the road.

Our last treat was a visit to the giant Puriri tree, a surviver, and one of the last original Puriri left. This is the biggest Puriri on the seaward side of Mt.Karioi and is festooned with epiphytes.

We arrived back at the carpark at around 3.15pm.   A great day was had by all.

Doug Ashby.


A small group of seven headed out from Kaiaua on the firth of Thames on this marvellously sunny morning. The Mangatangi track starts just 5 mins drive up a gravel road which accesses the water supply reservoirs of the Hunua Ranges. The track starts by a stream and follows a ridge which quickly lead us out of the lower slopes of pate (Schefflera digitata), kanono (Coprosma grandifolia) and other broadleaves into the kauri (Agathis australis) stands. A lot of the bush had been cut over in the past with tanekaha (Phyllocladus trichomanoides), kauri and the odd rimu (Dacrydium cupressinum) emerging through the tall kanuka (Kunzea ericoidies) secondary forest. The understorey was lush with broadleaved coprosmas, toropapa (Alseuosmia macrophylla) and ferns. The toropapa was showing a range of flowering stages with some still in bud and others well open in a range of dark red to paler creamy colours. In open, drier sections by the track the sundew Drosera auriculata was flowering, Pterostylis trullifolia was also here but not in flower. Further up the ridge we walked through stands of large hard beech (Nothofagus truncata) trees and found more orchids- Bulbophyllum pygmaeum, Pterostylis agathicola (in flower) and Drymoanthus adversus (in bud). The drier more open understorey including Coprosma spathulata, Leucopogon fasciculatus (flowering profusely), Pittosporum tenuifolium and the grass tree nei nei (Dracophyllum latifolium). 

The track goes on to a trig point then meets the reservoir road again. However, we retraced our footsteps back down the ridge and went to look at the shore birds on the Miranda coast to finish off the trip in the sun.

Liz Grove
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